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Coral Consortium Close to Completing
Specs for Multiple DRM Framework

Microsoft Remains Outside
the Fold but Is Showing
Greater Willingness to

Support Interoperability with
Other Suppliers’ DRMs and
Non-Windows Devices

By PETER LAMRERT

The latest attemgt o creaie an interoper-
able framework for incompatible dagital
rights meanagemenl sysiems is now closer
i success ten any previous cffon, bt i
rermaing (o be seen whether the effort will
prowe irmesistible w0 market power louses
Microsofl and Apple Comguater.

The Coral Consomium, supported by a
beoad range of contend, service provider,
consumer clectrondcs and information tech-
nidogy companics. hopes o issue drafi spoc-
iftcations that would allow DREMs o talk o
cach other by mid vear. B, so far. the only
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any particular DRM system. since many
DEM s “allow one or mare link protectson
sysbems (0 be puthorized os exporis or out-
paks,” Tayhor says,

“The server re-wrps thal into sian-

dardized link protection,” be explains. “I7

content on a set-iop box, for example, is
protected on the way into the home, we
enuble that conent o be strenmed from
that [set-lop] oo display device, We
think we'll meet most shon-teem needs
of consumers.

Initially, rather than enabling device-io-
device downloading or production of mul-
tiple copies af o video or song, “miost ik
prodection systens on the market wday are
wypically simpbe and desigined 1o suppor &
defined set of use cases, primaorily stream-
ing et and video,” Taylor says. “Since
streaming s the dominate case, we fell tha
in 5 the mosd pragnatic case o enable con-

alimmer of hope for suppon from either
Mlierosofi or Apple rests in Microsoft's
pamticipation in the Digital Living Metwork
Alliance, which s weighing adoption of
Coral specs as part of its home netaorking
mitiative,

Clearly the winds of consumer frustration
e blowing against the restrictions. imposed
b incompatibility, as Apple and its iTones
content punners. ane feuming in Frince,
where oulrige over such restrictions hos led
o nction by policymakers. AL press time the
parlumenl wis werghing o ko requinng
that Apple make its rTunes online mss: and
vileo service dmwiiloadable (o devices ofher
than Apple's iPod—an evemt that industry
afficials sugges! is the tip of a comsmer
revolt againest all incosmpatibe Ivemet vidieo
amel adien services and access devices,

Anticipation of such consumer frusimtion
il 41 kiry driver i the founding of the Coral
Comsortinen which, a Hite over o year ago,
completid s iniind Corl Interoperahility
Fnlmc,:wvi:-rk ihi el As with I|1:|:| 1:|:rip'|:.ut
werspon, the March 2006 ul'uJ:uE 1% sivail-
alrle for evaliation I]]l.‘l:mgh ¢u.|'||3,-.h3.--mqi-|3,-

SUMETS W 308 Cnpiying miedia across their
hoime neteorks.

“For now, it's basic viewing and ren-
dering,” he adds, In time, the olliance will
nclelress “tnckier tssues aroumd Mo
and t\i’tl]l_l.'j:'lg amil x_'-'nk:hr':mu.-n:iq:-ul, WEras
the initial experience of enjoying the
contemt aeross the network.” For that job,
DMA mary well driver from the work: of
the Cornl Consortium,

HF in FL"hﬂlar_',: annoiced an LT ]
with Stare Entertainment Grodp 10 co-mar-
ket Sare” Vonzo video download applici-
tion and service with HP and Compag
consimer nolebook PCs. *“Mow ihere wall
b a mubiplicity of models and avenues
for contem.” says Bob Greene, sensor vice
president. Advanced Services for Starz
Entedainment Groap, “MNear term is PCs
The mexi shnge sl b g cowmbaniiom ol
poartalile desvices end media extenbers tial
take condent from a PC and play it on the
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Jood; Loy, proiglen, Coral Consortinm, SVP,
raarecleredy el cosmmendly dnitiarives, ledertrst

ngreemens, Feadback From evalostors will
imdorm the firsl public relense by mid-2006,
Although not yet as lange us the DLNA,
the Cond Comsortium enjins paicipation
See DRM |22

TV, and I°d sy thirse devices are 12 imonths
away from market impact”

But while link protection represents
n substantial, in-home content <hanng
hmqkllrrnugl:, i diwss nok pssune exchange
of |:u.-nm>.s.im|.~. andd other business rules
amiong DRMs, notes Jack Lacy, president
of the Coral Consortium., “Link protection
1= mot ot all at odids with our approach”
Lacy suys. "[:';L"nﬂm“:.' DTCF 15 used (o
talk Between one device and a renderer,
The content gets enpacked by the orgi-
nating DRM and owtpatted into & pro-
tected DTCP channel approved by thot
|1ri|{ir|.a|i11.g DM

Bul to make DRM-10-DRM conversion
wniversal among all seevers, comralbers,
players and rendering displays in the home
network, DTCP nesis additional help frim
an inbermediry inleropernbality frame-
winrk, such i Cosal's, This b5 w0 becatse

see GRIDLOCK | 22
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